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be allowed freedom to express them. So the Pro-
testants wished to interfere with Catholics, and the
extreme Puritans would not accept the Church
of England.
For by now the new doctrines had grown and
spread, and the body we call " Puritans " was
becoming strong. Elizabeth was no Puritan:
the Church she had set up had kept Bishops,
the Book of Common Prayer, and the Communion
service. She would not accept the authority of the
Pope, but neither would she accept the authority
of " elders " or " ministers ". She took her own
line in this, for almost all her friends *cnd advisers
supported the Puritans; Leicester himself favoured
them, so did Cecil, Bacon and Walsingham.
First Elizabeth opposell all efforts to make her
persecute the Catholic religion. She would not;
for she said men should follow their own con-
sciences. So long as they kept the- laws and were
loyal subjects, she would let them alone. So the
laws were not severe. Catholics who did not,
attend the Church of England services* were
fined, but nothing more. Then the Jesuit Mission
roused feeling. Catholics were now accused of
being disloyal, and priests wejre therefore declared
traitors. But still Elizabeth kept to her declara-
tion; people were not to be punished for their
opinions, but for their behaviour. Parliament
grew steadily more opposed to Catholicism, but
the Queen would not be pushed into action against
her will.